
Week 4: 6th Grade Social Studies 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians/Students, 

For this new unit, ELA and Social Studies will be merging our content to streamline student work and 

assist parents/guardians.  This unit will be 5 weeks long. The aim is to help students apply their learning to both 

subjects. In Social Studies, we will be learning about the people, places, and historical events of ancient Rome.  

You will be creating your own mythological world map, rules of society, and face an imaginary scenario. In ELA, 

you will write three short stories about your world: a creation myth, gods/humans interaction myth, and face a 

secondary imaginary scenario. More information will be coming out throughout the weeks, but the 6th grade 

Humanities team wanted to give you a heads up! Thanks for your continued support as we navigate this difficult 

time. 

Below is a Schedule for Social Studies Assignments: 

 

4/20 Monday 

 

Define geography vocabulary words 

 

4/21 Tuesday 

 

Story of Rome’s Founding 

 

4/22 Wednesday 

 

Compare and Contrast Creation Stories by Making a Venn Diagram 

 

4/23 Thursday 

 

Mythical World Project (World Map Component) 

 

4/24 Friday 

 

Finish Mythical World Project (World Map Component) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Stringham 
 

zstringham@northmasonschools.org  
Hours M-F, 11-3  

 

1st  –  remind.com/join/eag8dag6c9 

2nd – remind.com/join/47c79h3k69 

3rd – remind.com/join/bh2fg29h97 

5th – remind.com/join/k3efd96ke4 

6th – remind.com/join/4hbag6ae83 

 

Ms. Plas  

 

mplas@northmasonschools.org  
Hours M-F, 12-5  
 

ZOOM Meeting ID: 945307602  

Code 027277  
 

Mon/Wed 2PM-3PM  
 

mailto:zstringham@northmasonschools.org
http://remind.com/join/eag8dag6c9
http://remind.com/join/47c79h3k69
http://remind.com/join/bh2fg29h97
http://remind.com/join/k3efd96ke4
http://remind.com/join/4hbag6ae83
mailto:mplas@northmasonschools.org


4/20 Defining Geography Vocabulary 

Directions: Define all the vocabulary words from the list below to define. Your definitions should have the 

vocabulary word written, the definition of that word in your own words, and the part of speech that word 

belongs to (noun, verb, adjective, etc). These words will also show up on your map you will be creating at the 

end of the week so any work you do here will help you. You can write your definitions in your journal entry or 

on a separate piece of paper. 

 

Geography Vocabulary Words: 

- Butte, Plateau, Latitude, Longitude, Equator, Inlet, Peninsula, Archipelago, Isthmus, Strait, Atoll, Delta, 

Meridian, Dune, and Basin. 

 

4/21 Factual Story of Rome’s Founding 

According to legend, Ancient Rome was founded by the two brothers, and demigods, Romulus and 

Remus, on 21 April 753 BCE. The legend claims that in an argument over who would rule 

the city (or, in another version, where the city would be located) Romulus killed Remus and named 

the city after himself. This story of the founding of Rome is the best known but it is not the only one. 

Other legends claim the city was named after a woman, Roma, who traveled with Aeneas and the 

other survivors from Troy after that city fell. Upon landing on the banks of the Tiber River, Roma and 

the other women objected when the men wanted to move on. She led the women in the burning of 

the Trojan ships and so effectively stranded the Trojan survivors at the site which would eventually 

become Rome. Aeneas of Troy is featured in this legend and also, famously, in Virgil's Aeneid, as a 

founder of Rome and the ancestor of Romulus and Remus, thus linking Rome with the grandeur and 

might which was once Troy. 

Still other theories concerning the name of the famous city suggest it came from Rumon, the ancient 

name for the Tiber River, and was simply a place name given to the small trading center established 

on its banks or that the name derived from an Etruscan word which could have designated one of 

their settlements.  

Early Rome 

Originally a small town on the banks of the Tiber, Rome grew in size and strength, early on, 

through trade. The location of the city provided merchants with an easily navigable waterway on 

which to traffic their goods. The city was ruled by seven kings, from Romulus to Tarquin, as it grew 

https://www.ancient.eu/Rome/
https://www.ancient.eu/Romulus_and_Remus/
https://www.ancient.eu/Romulus_and_Remus/
https://www.ancient.eu/city/
https://www.ancient.eu/romulus/
https://www.ancient.eu/Roma/
https://www.ancient.eu/troy/
https://www.ancient.eu/women/
https://www.ancient.eu/virgil/
https://www.ancient.eu/etruscan/
https://www.ancient.eu/trade/


in size and power. Greek culture and civilization, which came to Rome via Greek colonies to the 

south, provided the early Romans with a model on which to build their own culture. From the 

Greeks they borrowed literacy and religion as well as the fundamentals of architecture. 

The Etruscans, to the north, provided a model for trade and urban luxury. Etruria was also well 

situated for trade and the early Romans either learned the skills of trade from Etruscan example or 

were taught directly by the Etruscans who made incursions into the area around Rome sometime 

between 650 and 600 BCE (although their influence was felt much earlier). The extent of the role 

the Etruscan civilization played in the development of Roman culture and society is debated but 

there seems little doubt they had a significant impact at an early stage.   

From the start, the Romans showed a talent for borrowing and improving upon the skills and 

concepts of other cultures. The Kingdom of Rome grew rapidly from a trading town to a prosperous 

city between the 8th and 6th centuries BCE. When the last of the seven kings of Rome, Tarquin the 

Proud, was deposed in 509 BCE, his rival for power, Lucius Junius Brutus, reformed the system of 

government and established the Roman Republic. 

Link to full article if interested: https://www.ancient.eu/Rome/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustrate Your Reading 

(Assignment to Go with Rome’s 

Founding Reading) 

https://www.ancient.eu/greek/
https://www.ancient.eu/civilization/
https://www.ancient.eu/religion/
https://www.ancient.eu/architecture/
https://www.ancient.eu/Etruscans/
https://www.ancient.eu/Etruria/
https://www.ancient.eu/Etruscan_Civilization/
https://www.ancient.eu/Roman/
https://www.ancient.eu/Roman_Republic/
https://www.ancient.eu/Rome/


Illustrate Your Reading: Founding of Rome   
 

Directions: In the following chart, illustrate the 4 images that tell people the story of Rome’s founding use the 

topic ideas in each box to help you get started. Draw an image that shows understanding of these possible 

theories surrounding Rome’s founding. 
 

1.  Legend of Remus and Romulus 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2.  Trojans Escaping to Found Rome 

3.  Small Trading Town Named Rumon 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
  

4.  Borrowing Greek Ideas in Roman Society 

  
 

 



4/22 Comparing and Contrasting: Creation Myths 

Directions: Read and compare TWO Creation Myths using the attached Venn Diagram. Identify 2-3 things 

about each myth that are different and 2-3 things about the myths that are the same.  

 
Iroquois Creation Myth  

Long before the world was created there was an island, floating in the sky, upon which the Sky People 

lived. They lived quietly and happily. No one ever died or was born or experienced sadness. However, one day 

one of the Sky Women realized she was going to give birth to twins. She told her husband, who flew into a 

rage. In the center of the island there was a tree which gave light to the entire island since the sun hadn't been 

created yet. He tore up this tree, creating a huge hole in the middle of the island. Curiously, the woman peered 

into the hole. Far below she could see the waters that covered the earth. At that moment her husband pushed 

her. She fell through the hole, tumbling towards the waters below.  
Water animals already existed on the earth, so far below the floating island two birds saw the Sky 

Woman fall. Just before she reached the waters, they caught her on their backs and brought her to the other 

animals. Determined to help the woman they dove into the water to get mud from the bottom of the seas. One 

after another the animals tried and failed. Finally, Little Toad tried and when he reappeared his mouth was full 

of mud. The animals took it and spread it on the back of Big Turtle. The mud began to grow and grow and grow 

until it became the size of North America.  

   
The Sky Woman gave birth to twin sons. She named one Sapling. He grew to be kind and gentle. She 

named the other Flint and his heart was as cold as his name. They grew quickly and began filling the earth with 

their creations.  
Sapling created what is good. He made animals that are useful to humans. He made rivers that went two 

ways and into these he put fish without bones. He made plants that people could eat easily. If he was able to do 

all the work himself there would be no suffering.  
Flint destroyed much of Sapling's work and created all that is bad. He made the rivers flow only in one 

direction. He put bones in fish and thorns on berry bushes. He created winter, but Sapling gave it life so that it 

could move to give way to Spring. He created monsters which his brother drove beneath the Earth.  
Eventually Sapling and Flint decided to fight till one conquered the other. Neither was able to win at 

first, but finally Flint was beaten. Because he was a god Flint could not die, so he was forced to live on Big 

Turtle's back. Occasionally his anger is felt in the form of a volcano.  
The Iroquois people hold a great respect for all animals. This is mirrored in their creation myth by the 

role the animals play. Without the animals' help the Sky Woman may have sunk to the bottom of the sea and 

earth may not have been created.  
  
African Bushmen Creation Myth  

https://northmasonschools-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/mplas_northmasonschools_org/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B56F607C7-029C-4374-A100-77211DC065AC%7D&file=Creation%20Myths.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true


People did not always live on the surface of the earth. At one time people and animals lived underneath 

the earth with Kaang (Käng), the Great Master and Lord of All Life. In this place people and animals lived 

together peacefully. They understood each other. No one ever wanted for anything and it was always light even 

though there wasn't any sun. During this time of bliss Kaang began to plan the wonders he would put in the 

world above.  
First Kaang created a wondrous tree, with branches stretching over the entire country. At the base of the tree he 

dug a hole that reached all the way down into the world where the people and animals lived. After he had 

finished furnishing the world as he pleased, he led the first man up the hole. He sat down on the edge of the hole 

and soon the first woman came up out of it. Soon all the people were gathered at the foot of the tree, awed by 

the world they had just entered. Next, Kaang began helping the animals climb out of the hole. In their eagerness 

some of the animals found a way to climb up through the tree's roots and come out of the branches. They 

continued racing out of the world beneath until all the animals were out.  
Kaang gathered all the people and animals about him. He instructed them to live together peacefully. 

Then he turned to the men and women and warned them not to build any fires or a great evil would befall them. 

They gave their word and Kaang left to where he could watch his world secretly.  
As evening approached the sun began to sink beneath the horizon. The people and animals stood 

watching this phenomenon, but when the sun disappeared fear entered the hearts of the people. They could no 

longer see each other as they lacked the eyes of the animals which were capable of seeing in the dark. They 

lacked the warm fur of the animals also and soon grew cold. In desperation one man suggested that they build a 

fire to keep warm. Forgetting Kaang's warning they disobeyed him. They soon grew warm and were once again 

able to see each other.  
However, the fire frightened the animals. They fled to the caves and mountains and ever since the 

people broke Kaang's command people have not been able to communicate with animals. Now fear has replaced 

the seat friendship once held between the two groups.  
The Bushmen of Africa believe that not only are plants and animals alive, but also rain, thunder, the wind, 

spring, etc. They claim:  
What we see is only the outside form or body. Inside is a living spirit that we cannot see. These spirits 

can fly out of one body into another. For example, a woman's spirit might sometime fly into a leopard; or a 

man's spirit fly into a lion's body. (Fahs and Spoerl 6)  
This may be part of the reason that animals play such an important role in their myth.  

  
Japanese Creation Myth  

Long ago all the elements were mixed together with one germ of life. This germ began to mix things 

around and around until the heavier part sank and the lighter part rose. A muddy sea that covered the entire 

earth was created. From this ocean grew a green shoot. It grew and grew until it reached the clouds and there it 

was transformed into a god. Soon this god grew lonely and it began to create other gods. The last two gods it 

made, Izanagi and Izanami, were the most remarkable.  
One day as they were walking along, they looked down on the ocean and wondered what was beneath it. 

Izanagi thrust his staff into the waters and as he pulled it back up some clumps of mud fell back into the sea. 

They began to harden and grow until they became the islands of Japan.  
The two descended to these islands and began to explore, each going in different directions. They created all 

kinds of plants. When they met again, they decided to marry and have children to inhabit the land. The first 

child Izanami bore was a girl of radiant beauty. The gods decided she was too beautiful to live in Japan, so they 

put her up in the sky and she became the sun. Their second daughter, Tsuki-yami, became the moon and their 

third and unruly son, Sosano-wo, was sentenced to the sea, where he creates storms.  
Later, their first child, Amaterasu, bore a son who became the emperor of Japan and all the emperors 

since then have claimed descent from him.  
  
Cherokee Creation Story  

In the beginning, all animals were above in Galunlati, beyond the arch. It was very crowded, and the 

animals needed more space to wander, so they dispatched a water-beetle who went to the water filled earth to 



see if anything could be found. He darted all across the earth but could find nowhere to rest so he dove to the 

bottom and brought up mud.   
This mud grew and spread until it became what we now know as Earth. The mud was still very wet, but 

the animals were getting anxious so they sent out the Great Buzzard, when he reached Cherokee country, he 

was exhausted, and his wings flapped and struck the ground, and wherever they struck the earth there was a 

valley, and where they turned up again there was a mountain. Cherokee country remains full of mountains to 

this day. The animals finally came down when the earth was dry and they created the Sun and everything else in 

the world.  
  
Yakama Creation Story   

Read the complete story here: https://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/Creation-Of-The-Yakima-

World-Yakima.html  
The story of the origin of the Yakama tribe tells of the Great Chief Above who lived all alone.   

 

When he made the world, he went down to shallow places in the water and created land out of mud. He 

piled some of this mud so high it froze and became the mountains. The Great Chief Above also created the 

trees, roots and berries. He made man out of a ball of mud and instructed him to take fish from the water and 

deer from the forests.   
He then created woman to combat the man’s loneliness taught her about berries, roots and basket 

making and how to cook and dress skins. She handed these skills down to their daughters and granddaughters.   
Despite all the gifts from the Great Chief Above, the people quarreled. They quarreled so much that Mother 

Earth shook the mountains so hard that she created rapids and waterfalls. The falling rocks killed some people 

and animals.  
  
Maui and the Creation of Hawai’i (Video)  
This story is told by Native Hawai’ian storyteller, Kealoha Kelekolio  
https://kcts9.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/echo07.lan.stories.maui/maui-and-the-creation-of-the-islands/  
 
The Five Suns (Video) 

This is the Aztec Creation Myth. 

https://youtu.be/dfupAlon_8k 

Venn Diagram Below: 
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4/23 and 4/24 Mythical World: Creating a World Map 

This assignment goes together with the origin story you will be completing for English Language Arts 

and there is an expectation that they should make sense when viewed together. This means you should use 

aspects from your world’s origin story whenever possible in the map you will be creating for my class. Below 

are some guidelines I would like you to keep in mind when creating your map. 

 

Map Requirements: 

- Three Major Cities (With names also one city should be identified as the capital city). 

- Access to fresh water (in most cases this would be a river or in rarer cases a large lake). 

- Access to the ocean. 

- A Mountain Range 

- A Key Coding and Identifying All Features on the Map. 

- A Dense Area of Vegetation (a jungle, a forest, etc) 

 

Choose 5 Geographical Features from the List Below to Include on Your Map: 

- Butte, Plateau, Latitude, Longitude, Equator, Inlet, Peninsula, Archipelago, Isthmus, Strait, Atoll, Delta, 

Volcano, or Desert. 

 

Explanation of Example Map Below: 

 The map on the following page ishe fictional world of Middle Earth know famously for The Hobbit and 

The Lord of the Rings. Although fictional the author Tolkien used real world conflicts and maps to create his 

world. For example, the kingdoms of Rohan, Gondor, and Mordor all have mountain ranges separating them 

from each other. Real world borders often make use of geographical barriers to create separation between 

kingdoms. They are all built around rivers and other fresh water sources. When building your own map ask 

yourself does this make sense should something be moved experiment around and think about your origin story. 



  


